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The Padophiles

7 o
' f;w”)” F:;::,Hrvommz TRIALS IN BRITAIN (Allen Lane, London,
. friend of pedophiles, said this about
activities di erstandable’ public distaste for his (0'Carroll’s!
g Pllb]jfve;téd at»tentwn fron the fact that Conspiracy 0
and alse that ;;ra[s il highlx subjective and political charge/
wount a (JSEIM: use of conspiracy enabled the pruse:ution to
activities ¢hea5:1' would have been impossible on the substantive
Fatricia Hewitt hv;s vhich were not actually criminal offences.”
study, THE ABUSE j]; earlier cone to a similar conclusion in her
(Martin Robertson OFWH?: CIVIL LIBERTIES IN THE UNITED KINGoo¥
aroused by the e xford, 1982); *The considerable controversy
conspiracy ch Eorines overshadowed the deplorable nature of the
arge used by the prosecution, Conspiring to Corript

Public Morals j , /
proof, * is an offence incapable of definition or precisé

8, | \Peter Owen (London, 1980,

3,
. f :: 50”;;r correspondence vith Toa 0'Carroll

(sl 'nf;a;v;:a/ BROVING UP IN NEV GUINEH, by Margsrét head
A ! “0/reprinted in Penguin-Pelican, 19730

There is a ; :
clain ‘that :thof 7155-”5“?" about - this; and soae authorities vould
relationships only began in adolescence,

12, Although ‘
ur”ez am;t necessarily,  Some PIE weabers, for instance, ¥ere
« and others had children of their own . ;
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Chapter p=

QUESTIDNING
AGES OF MAJORITY
AND AGES OF CONSENT

by PETER TATCHELL

The notion of legally enforced ages of sexual consent is premised
on social estimations of physical and enotional maturity, until
fecently, this was overvhelningly informed by 2 netaphysical moral
fiction rather than biological and psychological fact, Current laws are
based on the idea that only at a certain fixed age is a person able to
v‘Aake a freel and responsible decision about sexual relationships, < Yet,
inevitably, fixed ages of consent are based on definitions of average
maturity and responsibility. This necessarily means that some people
"nature’ before theraverage and others after it. A rigid-and inflexible
legal limit on sexual activity cannot, therefore, take into account

individual diversity from the generalised nora,

what constitutes physical and enotional maturity and the
 a subjective and precarious judgement,
yariable, "’ In mediaval England,
ften occurred at thirteen
different notion of when

1762}

ponsibilities’,

Of course,
age of sexual responsibility 1
tulturally and historically
betrothals and the consunmation of marriages ©
or fourteen years of age, signifying a very
people were assumed to be fit to take on ‘adult res

{ sexual consent related to a broader

So, the very idea of ages 0
toncept of adulthood, 15 mot 2 universal and historically imautable

notion, It varies from society to society and from era to era, It
seems quite reasonable, therefore, that we should question the present
social and legal definitions of the age of majority, What purpose does
it serve other than reinforcing a st of increasingly quaint, minority
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Questioning Ages of Majority & Consent

soral values left over from the Victorian era?  Shouldn't vii::
preparing and educating children for greater rights and responsxbmt =
at an earlier age: perhaps critically re-examing our CONCen
thildhood and viewing children more as young citizens?‘®’

Certainly, in the realm of sewual ages of consent, we negd 305332
vhether the law has any legitimate role to play in crimina lungl
consenting, victimless sexual activity, fAs for protecting the yo nsé
the main protection they need, as do adults, is legal protection i
forced, involuntary sexual acts which is afforded by the lavs cover::g
'ape and sexual assault; plus protection against salf-destroy )
feelings of quilt and anxiety which are so often stirred up by sexure
encounters outside the ages of consent precisely because they are
110icit and regarded as shameful, [t is usually this sorial shame, loal
than the sexual act itself, which hares young people; . The psychologiier
stars of court tases and societal disapproval often remain long 2 1
the actual sexualencounter is forgotten; no more so than amond

Britain's young gay memwwho are stil] the vichins of a discrimnatory
age of consent of tventy-one,

In a fully democratic ang egalitarian society, there can De “:
question of adults usurping the rights of young people by keeping thed
in a state of ignorance, fear ang guilt, or by resort to arbitrary 30
autocratic lavs which deny then responsibility for decisions affectind
their lives, especially about their oun bodies and emotions,

NLES 4D REFERENCES

I, As evidenced by the varying ages of consent around the vorld yhich

are often wildly dissinilar; for exaple, England's honosexdl
of consent of 21, Japan's 13

2, In earlier tipes

; 2
 Children held soms Important positions, Ther
have, for instan

ce, been many child naval and aray officers
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rati dren’s rights crusades,
] blications of the rh:{ :
jz;ec1"/:1’11;058!#/{/"!16/!75: A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR Eli[f%rf};’ ;I;éf:;/.'r;j
Farson (Macaillan, New fork, /97;); hmfocvﬁu]pﬁiﬂy 5 UGS AT
Beatrice & Ronald 6ross ( nchor 0e ¥, (s
T’Z'rk,byls?f;?}; and CHILDREN'S RIGHTS: TOWARDS THE LIBERATION O

CHILD, ed, by P, Adams (Fraeger, New York, 1971),

(Y
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Chapter 10

ENDS AND MEANS: 5t
HOW TQ Walr PADOPHILI
ACCEPTABLE .

by ROGER Woopy

- ibly

- They vere no gore than about eight or nine years old - 905‘3'ltn

S:¥ Vere brothers. Freckle-faced, _angular-1inbed, DUFS“”QC gich
11es, the boys |ay Naked on therr sunbeds, rubbing thetr oW an

other's erectig jniaturé
- NS unti] the it riffs like n
leaning tovepg. Y stood over white [nid

ALL vty noraa] 4, ,

rents;
Extept that these young pe

a
Libertarian, even to some open-ninded Pt a0

%Ple vere on-an open beach at the busies
gzn::emyfarf ot Mded bY Scores of people of all ages, i i
n0ne censonigne ¢ Of their Play - or rather, few of us vere bil 128
ENSOrious, Byt yhys ¥asn't Margate or Pala Beach: this va$ fron

In the Netherlands,, ... and a million miles

I choose ¢,
) : grab the )
cocky' 1iti]e yarn eader

i but beg
1tself 3 p;

a
s attention through the devicé L;lflgn
+ Mot merely becayse what will follow is Of g in
ause the aytya) masturbation of young children Ixua
Y Serious buginggs. Acceptance of the free S
he Young is at the root of all sexial liberatioh
Selves why ¢ 15 that some ‘primitive’ societies a;;
5 g uglff}ﬂg PrOScriptions on yhat their young people 'pxos!
seeming not ¢, ind vhy pany ‘tivilised' societies do the opdenvl"g
virtually gy tare what agy)is thoose to do together, while

Ery sexua) éxpression in their children,
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te,
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ot hildren's
societies abstract ¢ .

ticularly, vhy do these have with the

s o i Sl vl

re thess, “ihe ifferent

:Xt;—‘"‘nal vorl:i?l as Ume :arliest 2> regarded as mndanen-?h“tyh:l:x:reta

eelings as v ol ir toys or even vi '

ildren do with their I Fpca i

;:z;lt;eafr' ott:xatbo;r;eﬂ Why - to paraphrase Chnstngz szice:;e at which
the strongest control isposed on groving peop:ei:tense?

their desire for sexual expression is the mos

i false, or at

We have to tonsider whether or not such quest;:n:fa;ehuna“ Sicisty

the least rhetorical, Ve have no "em"“d.l"?tancnh strict regulation

I ARLGH chitdre T AL e ratof el tod, P53 41

id othervise, or vith the rést trictions: on

2;::31”?51)'( drlezl‘gssm Jas Jrked 1t oLner kmgsszfy;isperformed: to
the right fo live vhere you wished; to choose the ta

90 vhere you would,

-fulfilling, that until
And this linkage appears so strong, s0 self-fulfilling,

1 chologist had dareq to propose
rece“t_l‘/ 4, antmopowﬁ:fl::? soclinalm‘,)r?eyr uor%s, ‘that try;r;gse::iaitzz
thét i betathe want'vith their genitals is not anenlng ey
i:lldiez ?qtr;go:haa sgci);ty - like discouraging thtembefrfmit peicfel

Fri op i i ders' houses mus ] _
R drot"llny tbheec!arusizl it is easy for adult.«:::I t:ttfiovciutsy'th:;;
ot 'U“damentalhpa al and universally conpreh_ende o sexu;al]'ty
COnt‘imb ¥ ae ::lg:r:isiorical and cultural confusion betwe
partly becaus

and gender,

: t to demystify it,
i kage, or at leas
nse with the 1in ; rchy, so ve
A c:spelogu Just as we can undermine 1pate“:essiyon ith
Yo reqtélre‘aorémi a{nam gylmbiosjs of childhood sexual rep
tan undermine

] ¢ exist,
social control, by asserting that it should no

e t tance the
n th i i 1 tive to take a leaf out of
irs S lt 15 lnST. uctl 4 ; ‘
book IO : en‘fl.rStS IU 0 flnld tha‘., men Organlse la guage 1?52“ agal tst
th f U‘ ; lhey fy to argue the case for haVlng their ow space,
en, hen t {
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